
What are the social and 
emotional conditions 

underlying young black 
and coloured men’s 

homicide vulnerability and 
risk, and what is being 

done about them?
K Ratele,

SAPPRU, Medical Research Council-University of South 
Africa

Institute for Social and Health Sciences, UNISA

Public Seminar on Conversations on Masculinities, Gender-
based Violence Prevention and Gender Equality in the Global 

South, organised by 
Sonke Gender Justice Network, Harold Wolpe Memorial Trust, 
and the Women’s Health Unit at the University of Cape Town

8th August 2011 
University of Cape Town





Beginnings

• Unexamined association between 
SGBV and intra-male group 
violence

• Attend to emotional and mental 
health of males, alongside their 
socio-economic conditions 











Aim of some of the 
work we have been 

doing 1
Extent and probable impact of 
generalised and men’s violence and 
conflict on societal and men’s and 
women’s well-being  in African countries

Trying to understand the link between 
men’s violence, societal well-being and 
masculinity

Illuminate  the other factors that 
contribute or challenge to societal and 
men’s and women’s well-being





Aim of some of the work 
we have been doing 2

Relationship between vulnerability to fatal 
violence and young men’s emotional 
capacities, impairments, or dysfunctions. 

Role of emotion in making young manhood. 

Young men’s inability to tolerate strong 
negative emotions without becoming angry, 
dysfunctionally fearful, or shamed. 

Interplay of fear and fearlessness 

Stress is on victimisation but do not neglect 
perpetration. 





Key Findings from 
Recent Research on 

Homicide in SA



Black male homicide rates



Coloured male homicide 
rates
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Male homicide rates in 4 large 
SA cities
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